Solutions

D&B Country RiskLine Reports

Unmatched insight into overseas business environments

When exporting or investing abroad it is vitally important to have the most up-to-date
information available to help you evaluate your risk exposure. D&B Country RiskLine Reports
provide the essential analysis to keep you informed of business trading conditions in overseas

markets.

D&B Country RiskLine Reports are the
quick, easy and cost-effective way to
research developments in your chosen
markets. Whether you are monitoring
fluctuations in exchange rates, changes in
payment terms or assessing political
upheaval, D&B Country RisklLine Reports
allow you to focus on the forces at work
from the comfort of your own office.

Updated monthly, these seven-page
reports on a single country typically
provide a summary of the more detailed
information contained in the D&B Country
Reports and are ideal when you need
information one time, on just one country.

D&B Country RiskLine
Reports:

e Provide concise analysis on a single
country chosen from the range of over
130 countries available.

e Include a quick reference guide to the
improving, stable or deteriorating
business risk environment.

e Sketch an outline of the country’s
economic, social and political structure
by highlighting key facts.

e Indentify factors currently affecting
the trade and commercial
environments.

e Are avital tool to assessing and setting
trading terms and credit periods.

D&B Country RiskLine Reports are
compiled by a team of highly skilled
analysts using exclusive data from D&B’s
global network of reporting offices and
worldwide database. This information is
supplemented by primary data from
national and international sources, and
secondary data from the International
Monetary Fund, World Bank and other
multilateral organizations.

Presented in an easy-to-follow format, the
data and analysis allows the comparison of
cross-border trading conditions around the
globe. Each country assessment includes a
two-year forecast, which facilitates the
management of ongoing business risk.
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Information on each country includes:

e D&B Country Risk Indicator - a unique and comparative
cross-border assessment of the risk of doing business in
a country.

e Rating Indicator - a short textual indicator of the overall
level of business risk associated with this country.

e Rating Trend - a quick reference guide as to whether the
country’s overall risk environment is stable, improving
or deteriorating.

e Country Overview - a concise overview of a country's
geographical position and economic and political
structures.

¢ Key Facts - a collection of important economic, social or
commercial data on the country.

e Trade Terms - a guide to recommended and minimum
credit terms and usual credit periods.

e Transfer Situation - a brief analysis of current payment
delays with regard to transactions in local and foreign
currency and foreign exchange reserves.

e Trade & Commercial Environment - a succinct
assessment of developments affecting a country’s trade
and commercial environments, including information
on payments performance, trade and investment
agreements and foreign exchange reserves.

e Currency Information - information showing the spot
price of a local currency against major world currencies
and time series currency data.

e Economic Indicators - an index of key economic
statistics (GDP growth, inflation, exchange rates, debt-
service ratio, etc.) covering three years of historical data
and a two-year forecast.

e Export Credit - a listing of currently available export
credit insurance.

e Risk Factor - focused analysis of a country’s current
political and economic conditions, including socio-
political and economic forecasts.

Delivery options:

e Internet e E-mail
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[ D&B Country Risk Indicator

This "DB" Rating Indicates: Trend
D B 3 b Slight risk Stable
Enough uncertainty over expected The country's overall risk profile has
retums to warrant close monitoring of ot changed appreciably, even though
country risk. Customers should some minor changes to ts political,
DBT DB1 actively manage their risk exposures.  commercial, economic and/or external
risk environment may have occurred

The 'DB' risk indicator provides a comparative, cross-border assessment of the risk of doing business in a country.
Essentially, the indicator seeks to encapsulate the risk that country-wide factors pose to the predictability of export payments
and investment returs over a time horizon of two years. The ‘DB risk indicator comprises a composite index of four over-
arching country risk categories:

Political risk - internal and external security situation, policy competency and consistency, and other such
factors that determine whether a country fosters an enabling business environment;

Commercial risk - the sanctity of contract, judicial competence, regulatory transparency, degree of systemic
corruption, and other such factors that determine whether the business environment facilitates the conduct
of commercial transactions;

External risk - the current account balance, capital flows, foreign exchange reserves, size of external debt
and all such factors that determine whether a country can generate enough foreign exchange to meet its
trade and foreign investment liabilties:

Macroeconomic risk - the inflation rate, government balance, money supply growth and all such
macroeconomic factors that determine whether a country is able to deliver sustainable economic growth
and a commensurate expansion in business opportunities.

The DB risk indicator is divided into seven bands, ranging from DB1 through DB7. Each band is subdivided into quartiles (a-
d), with an ‘a’ designation representing slightly less risk than a 'b' designation and so on. Only the DB7 indicator is not
divided into quartiles.
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D&B Country Reports

Comprehensive information for evaluating risks and opportunities

across the globe

Any firm or individual conducting cross-border transactions is exposed to country risk: the risk
associated with a country’s overall political, economic and commercial performance. Whether you are
involved in foreign trade, direct investment or portfolio management, D&B Country Reports allow you

to evaluate that risk.

Our analysts are acutely aware of the
demands on the time of today’s busy
executive. Accordingly, the reports distinguish
between the important and the newsworthy,
focusing on ‘need to know’ rather than the
‘nice to know’. Unlike time-consuming and
ultimately frustrating information searches
on the Internet, D&B Country Reports provide
a ‘one-stop’ briefing solution.

In addition to publicly available information
from national sources and multilateral
agencies, D&B Country Reports incorporate
proprietary data collected from D&B's global
network of reporting offices. Drawing on
D&B’s database of over 130 million companies
worldwide, our analysts can track aggregate
corporate trends, so providing a unique
insight into the relative performance of
different countries.

D&B Country Reports:

e Provide essential political, economic and
commercial information on over 130
countries worldwide.

e Supply in-depth analysis to assist in
monitoring international markets.

o Identify changes in business risk and
provide detailed analysis of a country’s
prospects in the short to medium term.

o Present data in a clear and consistent
format, facilitating comparison.

D&B Country Reports are compiled by a team
of political and economic experts, all of whom
hold postgraduate degrees.

In addition to written analysis, each report
ranks the country in question using D&B’s
proprietary Country Risk Indicator. The
reports also contain both short- and long-
term economic forecasts and use charts and
tables to complement the text.

Honduras

DA Country Report

Belarus

DR Country Report

Nigeria




Information available in reports Delivery options:

includes: e Individual D&B Country Reports are available in

e Country Risk Indicator Summary - explanation of printed format or via DBAL

the country’s relative risk rating, including positive
and negative factors affecting the country’s risk
profile.

e Key Information - key statistics covering GDP,
government finances, balance of payments, cross-
country development comparisons and non-
numerical information.

e Executive Summary - two-page briefing on four
principal areas of risk: political, macroeconomic,
external economy and commercial.

e Entire regions of the world containing all relevant
e Political Risk - analysis of government stability, D&B Country Reports and monitoring updates are
policy-making expertise, institutional determinants available on subscription via the Internet.
of good government, socio-political harmony and
external relations, plus a two-year forecast.

e Macroeconomic Risk - commentary on short-term
economic outlook and interest rate movements,
together with a study of the country’s long-term
economic growth potential.

e External Economic Risk - elucidation of balance of
payments trends, plus default and currency risk
evaluations and a two-year forecast.

e Trade Environment - current account regulations and
barriers, and potential for risk management
and control.

e Commercial Risk - analysis of aggregate buyer risk,
combined with an assessment of financial sector risk
and non-traditional risks such as corruption, plus a
two-year forecast.

e Investment Environment - explanation of capital
account regulations and barriers, regulations
concerning direct investment flows, portfolio
investment (equities & bonds) and a description of
general investment conditions.
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International Risk & Payment Review

Essential analysis of 132 countries worldwide

Investing and trading in a foreign market can be a high-risk pursuit. Available via the Internet
or as a monthly update journal, the International Risk & Payment Review puts you in the best
possible position to reduce that risk by keeping you informed of the latest developments in

world markets.

The International Risk & Payment Review
provides the critical economic, political
and commercial information needed to
facilitate decision-making, with monthly
updates providing you with the most up-
to-date analysis on developments in each
market. Presented in an easy-to-follow
format, the service is vital for Credit, Sales,
Export and Marketing Managers, and all
Executives and Directors in organisations
planning or currently engaged in
international business.

The International Risk &
Payment Review:

e Provides reliable, independent and up-
to-date analysis of over 130 countries
worldwide.

e Isanessential guide to payment terms
and delays, and so is crucial for
effective negotiating and planning.

e Includes the unique D&B Country Risk
Indicator to help monitor changing
market conditions.

e Presents vital data on numerous
markets in one source, saving hours of
research.

The International Risk & Payment Review
is compiled by a team of highly skilled
analysts using exclusive data from D&B’s
global network of reporting offices and
worldwide database. This information is
supplemented by primary data from
national and international sources, and
secondary data from the International
Monetary Fund, World Bank and other
multilateral organizations.

Updated monthly, the data and analysis
are presented in a standard format that
facilitates the comparison of economic,
political and commercial conditions
across countries around the globe. Each
country assessment includes a two-year
forecast, which facilitates the

management of ongoing business risk.
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